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women who have displayed an exceptional 
commitment to helping other women succeed 
in the field of government relations, and who 
have also achieved notable personal success 
in that endeavor. Previously, only Members of 
Congress have been awarded this honor. 

Judy is a dedicated public servant who is 
committed to making a difference in the lives 
of others. I am proud to represent her in the 
U.S. Congress and to have the benefit of her 
wisdom, insights and experience. 

I commend Judy Schneider on her accom-
plishments and wish her continued success in 
the years ahead.
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RECOGNIZING BAR MITZVAH OF 
CHARLIE DANN 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of the Bar Mitzvah of Charlie 
Dann, on June 4, 2005. Here is Charlie’s 
speech entitled ‘‘Memory is Powerful.’’

There were many, especially some of my 
former Hebrew teachers, who would have 
doubted my commitment to Judaic and He-
brew studies. 

At times, to be honest, I’ve doubted my-
self. 

But I stand here today honored to join in 
a tradition that has meant something to so 
many in our world, our community and our 
family. And means so much to me. I am still 
not sure of exactly who I am in a large con-
text, but I continue working on that with 
the help of so many. 

Thank you Rabbi Schonberger. And thank 
you Mrs. Kessler. And thank you Mr. Zevor 
and thank you Mr. Zaltsman and yes, thank 
you Mr. Grabiner and thank you Mrs. 
Schonberger. More thank you’s later. 

Now I want to talk about why I decided to 
go ahead with a Bar Mitzvah. 

For those of you who know my parents, 
you probably realize that they did not force 
me to go through with this Bar Mitzvah. It 
was my choice. 

I chose to do this for many reasons. But 
many of them center around five men and 
five women. Four of the men aren’t here in 
a physical sense. And two of the women 
aren’t here either. So, now before I explain 
more, I’d like to ask my grandfather Bentley 
Lenhoff to stand. Next, I’d like my great-
grandmother, Eva Dann to stand. Now my 
grandmothers, Hope Ellis, Michelle Dann, 
and Nancy Lenhoff and even though she de-
nies it, I’d also like Barbie Hodros to stand 
as she too has been a grandmother to me. 
Thank you for everything that you’ve taught 
me and thank you for loving me and believ-
ing in me.

Now I will explain more. 
The men that can’t be here today—those 

that I knew and one that I never met—have 
given me an incredible legacy. Phil Arian, 
Stuart Dann, Julie Dann, Dean Cribbs and 
the men after whom I’m named, Charlie 
Lenhoff and Phil Oxman, valued tradition 
and doing the right things in life. None of 
them led a conventional life. But their lives 
have taught me the importance of being con-
nected to a larger community and of making 
contributions to the family. 

And my great-grandmothers—Jessie 
Gorsline and Bess Lawrence Oxman—you 
were real pioneers in life. From you, I have 
been given drive and determination. I some-
times wish I had more of your scholarly dedi-

cation. But perhaps that will come in time. 
Like my grandfathers and great-grand-
fathers, you also valued community and 
being connected to larger goals that ex-
tended beyond your own universes. 

I stand up here today to pay tribute to my 
family, of course. And to Rabbi Schonberger 
who suffered through my occasional—OK fre-
quent—obstinence and poor study habits. 
And I would be remiss not to thank my mom 
and dad, Alyssa Lenhoff and Marc Dann. And 
my aunts and uncles, Frank and Maddy Jo-
seph, Ken and Marilyn Steinback, Kathy and 
Robert Leb, Scott and Priscilla Dann, Dan 
and Nan Arian, Mark and Ellen Arian and 
Lyndean and Myron Brick and my wonderful 
cousins—all of you—the little ones and the 
big ones—Big Emily, Meg, Robin, Amanda, 
Sylvie, Benji, Molly, Harte, little Emily, 
Mickey, Jillian, Jordan, and Jackson. 

And there are two others who I must men-
tion—my sisters. Mavilya, Mia—who is 
studying somewhere in Italy or at least 
that’s what she told her mom. Dr. Gulnara 
Tarpe who is a lot like a second mom to me 
as well. And of course my younger sister, 
Jessie—Pishur to me. I love you. 

But I also stand up her to talk about my 
thoughts about our community—the 
Mahoning Valley. 

I’m a politician’s son. You didn’t expect 
me to be brief, did you? 

I believe our community is at a crossroads 
and I further believe that we—as individ-
uals—have the power to determine its future. 

As a graduate of Akiva Academy, it is 
painful for me to see the school suffer enroll-
ment declines year after year after year. It is 
even more painful to drive to downtown 
Youngstown or over to Girard and see the 
remnants of what once was. It makes me sad 
to think of how we—as a community—have 
allowed our economy and our population to 
decline. 

Of course I realize that the steel mills 
can’t come back. And I realize that there is 
no magic bullet for the economic develop-
ment problems that plague our community.

But I truly believe that some of our prob-
lems could be cured with a little bit of the 
ideas that are presented in today’s Torah 
portion. 

Today’s Torah portion talks about a cen-
sus—counting people. 

Counting people involves more than just 
lining them up and ticking off numbers. 

Surveying the population of a town, a com-
munity, a state or a nation is something 
that is critically important as the Torah 
portion explains. But when you count them, 
it is important to realize the value inherent 
in every human being. We are more than 
numbers. I think this message is extremely 
important to us as a community and can 
help us better address the problems that we 
face. 

For too long, we have been intimidated by 
the declining census. We have allowed our-
selves to believe that we are on a slippery 
slope down because our population has fall-
en. 

If we do what the Torah portion seems to 
advise and count people as more than just 
numbers, our census will swell to incredible 
proportions. We will see that among us are 
people of immense talent and incredible en-
ergy and great values. We will see that our 
census is among the best in the Nation. 

I am ready to join the community and to 
help so many of you who have been working 
so diligently to preserve what’s left and to 
try to recapture what once was. I will join as 
a person of a lot of energy, a lot of creativity 
and a great deal of dedication to the values 
and morals that we as Jews have inherited 
from the prophets. I believe in honesty. I be-
lieve in hard work. I believe in compassion. 
I believe in solving and not creating prob-

lems. I am sure of all of this. But other ques-
tions still linger for me. What will I be? A 
politician? Perhaps. A football player? 
Doubtful. A journalist? Maybe. What I do 
know for certain is that—guided by my faith 
as a Jew—I will be a good person. I will be a 
person who knows right from wrong and who 
practices it. And, I will be a person who 
thinks and who cares and who draws on 
faith, memory and tradition in daily life. 

We can’t forget who we are. We can’t for-
get what we were. We can’t lose sight of 
what we could be. 

Memory is powerful. 
And they say, past can be prologue. It is up 

to us to decide which past we choose.
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A TRIBUTE TO YOLANDE I. 
NICHOLSON 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the accomplishments of Yolande 
I. Nicholson. 

Ms. Nicholson obtained a Bachelor of Arts 
in Political Science and Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in Journalism at Southern Methodist University 
in Dallas, Texas. Then she earned a Juris 
Doctor from Columbia University School of 
Law, where she was actively involved in the 
Columbia Journal of Transnational Law. As a 
student, she received the Harry S. Truman 
Congressional scholarship, George B. Dealy 
Journalism Award, and a Distinction in Political 
Theory for academic excellence. In 1994, she 
received the Mayoral Special Achievement 
Award for commitment to economic develop-
ment projects involving small businesses and 
entrepreneurial activities in New York City. 

Ms. Nicholson began her admirable career 
as a legal assistant at Bozeman & Trott, P.C. 
in Mount Vernon, New York, and subsequently 
held executive roles in several prominent fi-
nancial institutions, including Vice President 
and Transaction Execution Manager at J.P. 
Morgan Securities Inc. and Vice President and 
Assistant General Counsel at Chase Manhat-
tan Bank. She now holds the position of Exec-
utive Vice President and General Counsel at 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Corpora-
tion in Brooklyn, where she has served since 
June 2004. 

Ms. Nicholson has continually shared her 
talents and experience to help others. There-
fore, Mr. Speaker, I proudly recognize Ms. 
Yolande I. Nicholson, an asset to the commu-
nity.
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IN SUPPORT OF MAIN STREET 
AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESSES 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of robust funding for two important Small 
Business Administration programs: the 7(a) 
Lending Program and the Microloan program. 

Small business owners take huge risks to 
try to realize their dreams of owning their own 
business which fuel U.S. economic growth. If 
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we want a strong economy and a business 
environment that encourages this entrepre-
neurial spirit, the federal government needs to 
give small business the economic tools to be 
successful. That tool is the 7(a) program that 
was created to provide capital to small busi-
ness owners unable to access traditional fi-
nancing. Through this program, more capital 
has been made available for small business 
investment that has helped grow the economy. 
Companies who participate in the 7(a) pro-
gram account for approximately 75 percent of 
the net new jobs added to the economy! 
Funding the 7(a) program at $79 million is an 
investment in Main Street, USA. 

The Microloan Program is another excellent 
SBA program that creates jobs on Main 
Street. This program provides loans to low- 
and moderate-income entrepreneurs that are 
not served by private sector banks or the 7(a) 
loan program. One example of the benefits of 
the SBA Microloan program is the California 
Coastal Rural Development Corporation (Cal 
Coastal) in my district, which has made 
microloans totaling $2,775,000 since 1998. 
With the loan and technical assistance financ-
ing provided by the SBA Microloan Program, 
Cal Coastal has financed more than 153 busi-
nesses with an average loan of $18,000. Cal 
Coastal is just one example of the excellent 
work being done by non-profit intermediaries 
throughout our state and across the country. 
Fully funding the SBA Microloan program is a 
smart business investment for Main Street.
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DR–CAFTA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesdy, 
June 15, 2005, I issued the following state-
ment during a press conference on how the 
Dominican Republic-Central American Free 
Trade Agreement (DR–CAFTA) will be harmful 
to minorities and would like to submit it for the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Today I am here to join my colleagues to 
reject the current text of DR–CAFTA and in-
sist on the renegotiation of DR–CAFTA. 
Many sectors of society in some form or an-
other will be negatively impacted by DR–
CAFTA, but today I’d like to highlight how 
DR–CAFTA will be harmful to unions, and 
especially minority unionists. We have seen 
the detrimental effects of the NAFTA-model 
on unions. After NAFTA’s signing, the rate 
of union-busting factory owners following 
through on threats to close plants tripled. 
Union busting will only increase with DR–
CAFTA, which will affect all unionists, but 
particularly minorities, who are more likely 
to be in unions than the population at large. 
Minority communities have lower median 
wages and higher unemployment rates, and 
the benefits of union membership are greater 
than for non-minority workers. Unionized 
African-American, Asian-American and 
Latino workers all make substantially high-
er wages than their non-union counterparts. 
Furthermore, the difference in wages be-
tween union and non-union workers is much 
greater for minorities than for average union 
workers. For example, while average union 
workers make 28 percent more than their 
non-union counterparts, unionized Latino 
workers, for example, make 59 percent more 
than their nonunion counterparts. 

Unions have played a significant role in 
making America a more just and equitable 
place for all. They helped to establish the 
middle class, making the ‘‘American dream’’ 
a reality for many workers and their fami-
lies. Before the successes of the civil rights 
movement were marked by law, unions 
helped to provide freedom from discrimina-
tion in the workplace for minority workers 
and to integrate minority populations into 
the greater population. Sadly, trade agree-
ments following the NAFTA model will 
weaken unions, and the benefits of unions 
guaranteed to minority workers. 

When DR–CAFTA comes before Congress 
for a vote, I will urge my colleagues to op-
pose this unfair agreement, and send it back 
for renegotiation. Trade between nations 
does not and should not have to lead to such 
negative consequences.
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SALUTING SERVICE ACADEMY 
STUDENTS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is a tremendous honor to salute our soldiers 
of tomorrow—the service academy bound stu-
dents of the Third District of the Texas. This 
district of Texas is home to some of the best 
and the brightest young people. 

I’m truly confident that they are ready to join 
the premier military force of the world. It is a 
privilege to send such fine young people on to 
our Nation’s prestigious service academies. 

We lift them and their families up in prayer 
for their future service and sacrifices. I am so 
very proud of them. 

God bless them and God bless America. I 
salute them. 

The appointees and their hometowns follow.
THIRD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT SERVICE 

ACADEMY APPOINTMENTS 

United States Military Academy—Morgan 
Peterson—Plano, Texas—Plano Senior High 
School; Jessica Shurtz—Parker, Texas—
Plano East Senior High School; Chris 
Villarreal—Allen, Texas—Allen High School. 

United States Naval Academy—Douglas 
McDonald—Plano, Texas—Plano East Senior 
High School; Andrew Treat—Dallas, Texas—
Trinity Christian Academy. 

United States Air Force Academy—Mitch-
ell Himes—Lucas, Texas—Allen High School; 
Benaiah Lozano—Garland, Texas—Garland 
High School; John Schrader—Murphy, 
Texas—Plano East Senior High School; 
Mitchell Woods—Lucas, Texas—Allen High 
School. 

United States Merchant Marine Academy—
Donald Finnie—Wylie, Texas—Wylie High 
School.
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A TRIBUTE TO JAMES T. CONOLLY 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of a Brooklynite and distinguished 
public servant, James T. Conolly. It is an 
honor to represent Mr. Conolly in the House of 
Representatives and it behooves us to pay 
tribute to such an outstanding leader. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Conolly obtained his bach-
elor’s degree at the City University of New 
York. He subsequently pursued a career in 
public service, where he dedicated several 
years to assisting and leading others. 

Mr. Conolly has demonstrated exemplary 
leadership and devotion to the community as 
the Executive Director of Alternative Sen-
tencing in the Office of the Brooklyn District 
Attorney and Director of the Work Experience 
Program for the New York City Human Re-
sources Administration under Mayor Giuliani. 
In conjunction with the late honorable Shirley 
Chisholm, he co-founded the Mid-Brooklyn 
Civic Association. In addition, Mr. Conolly was 
the first black man to be elected as District 
leader in the 42nd Assembly District, which in-
cluded the Flatbush area of Brooklyn. He is 
continuing his ongoing commitment to the 
Brooklyn community through his activity as 
Deputy Commissioner for the New York City 
Human Resources Administration. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
upon this body to recognize the achievements 
and selfless service of Mr. Conolly as he con-
tinues to offer his talents and philanthropic 
services for the betterment of the community. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. James T. Conolly has con-
tinuously demonstrated his altruistic dedication 
to the community that makes him more than 
worthy of our recognition today.
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IN HONOR OF MR. VICTOR GHIO 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. FARR. I rise today to honor the life of 
Victor Ghio, an influential member of the 
Santa Cruz community. He passed away on 
March 31, 2005 at age 88 and is survived by 
his brother, Johnnie M. Ghio; his sisters, Vic-
toria Gemignani, Mary Marsalisi, and Gloria 
Della Mora; and numerous nieces, nephews, 
grandnieces, and grandnephews. Mr. Ghio is 
most notable as a local legend and a vital link 
to the city’s storied Italian fishing colony. 

Mr. Ghio was born on August 20, 1916 in 
Santa Cruz, California. Following the footsteps 
of his grandfather and father, Mr. Ohio learned 
to fish around the age of 8. Shortly after grad-
uating from high school, he went into the fam-
ily business. However, when World War II 
broke out, he enlisted, and spent a decade in 
the service. Mr. Ghio earned the prestigious 
award of a Purple Heart for his assistance in 
the war effort. 

Mr. Ghio spent more than 60 seasons fish-
ing the Monterey Bay area on his 30–foot 
boat, Catherina G., named after his beloved 
mother. Just shortly before his death, Mr. Ghio 
was still buying fishing equipment to get ready 
for the season’s commercial salmon season. 
The ocean was evidently his world in which he 
could live as a free spirit, away from the bustle 
of the city. 

Mr. Speaker, I am joined by Mr. Ghio’s fam-
ily and friends in honoring his life and con-
tributions to the community. He will be remem-
bered by his positive spirit and a wonderful 
outlook on life. Mr. Ghio’s service will be truly 
missed.
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